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Washington County Community Circles 

 
Mission Statement: To practice Restorative Justice in Washington County through Community 

Circles, while continuing to support and spread the circle process in the county and region.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Washington County Community Circles, Inc. (WCCC) is a collaborative effort to address issues 

surrounding incidents of crime in Washington County.  The primary participants are community 

members who strive to make their neighborhoods safer and more community-oriented by devoting 

time to work with offenders and victims.  Success would not be possible without the partnering efforts 

of the City Attorneys, Police Department, Non-Profit Organizations, Washington County Court 

Services, and Washington County District Court.  

 

WCCC empowers communities--the people affected by crime--to actively participate in the response to 

violence and social problems.  In this way, Circles enhance the justice system by having the offender 

held accountable to the community in which he or she resides.  All the members of the Circle become 

the support system for the victim and the offender. 

 

In 1997 Kay Pranis working at the time as a Restorative Justice Planner for the Department of 

Corrections offered Circle training to Washington and Hennepin County.   Several individuals from 

Canada including Mark Wedge and Harold Gatensby from the First Nations and Judge Barry Stewart 

from the Crown conducted the training.   After the training Washington County began to do 

Sentencing Circles.  In 1998 Judge Gary Schurrer, Maureen Walton from Probation, Judy Brown from 

Tubman Family Alliance, Diane Elias from Family Links, Mark LaPointe and Kay Longtin, 

community members in Cottage Grove, went to Carcross, Yukon Territory Canada to receive circle 

training.  Cottage Grove circles started after that training with Stillwater starting the following year.  In 

2006 Woodbury began their circle.   In 2007 these established circles were incorporated and in 2008 

we received our 501(c)(3) exempt status.  

 

2.  SCOPE OF SERVICE 

 
Circles can be used as a tool for conflict resolution or to develop a better understanding among people.  

Broken relationships within families, communities, schools, churches and workplaces are ideal for 

healing the harm through the circle process. Circles within the justice system are responsible for 

finding out what factors contributed to criminal behavior and how to prevent recurring behaviors and 

to heal the harm caused by the crime.  Circles can offer support for chronic repeat offenders when 

previous punishment has not changed behavior.  Crimes with complex causes such as addiction, lack 

of education or lack of positive support can be better served with circles than the traditional model of 

punishment.  Circles include but are not limited to the examples below: 

 

A. EXAMPLES OF CASES  -- CRIMINAL  

1. Domestic Violence ï Domestic violence not only harms the victim, but entire families 

and communities.  Circles aim to address the source of harmful behaviors, and heal the 

family and the community affected by the domestic violence. 

2. Driving Offenses with Considerable Harm  --  Inattentive or careless driving that causes 

considerable harm or death. 

3. Theft ï  Theft of Services or Fraud for Social Services. 

4. Criminal Damage to Property ï  Breaking car windows or spray painting houses  
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B. EXAMPLES OF CASES ï NON CRIMINAL  

1. Neighborhood Disputes  -- Community Circles help facilitate action plans or dispute 

resolution between feuding neighbors or families.  Circles can also provides a forum for 

the discussion of difficult community issues. 

5. Child Custody and Visitation -- Circles with separated, divorced or never married 

parents can help to improve their communication and resolve custody or visitation 

issues.  Circles can provide a safe place for angry parents to put the best interest of their 

children the first priority. 

C. TYPES OF CIRCLES 

1. Circles for Criminal Offenders ï Application, Pre-Sentence, Sentencing and Follow-   

Ups 

2. Circles for Victims -- Understanding and Healing 

3. Circles for Non Criminal Cases --  Dispute resolution, consensus outcomes etc.  

4. Community Outreach Circles  --  Education and Community Building 

5. Circles for Circle Members  --  Understanding and Support 

D. DEVELOPMENT 

1. Training Circles -- Circle 101, Keeper Training and Continuing Education 

2. Volunteer Recruitment and Recognition  -- 

3. Organizational Management --  Administration 

4. Community Partnership --  Relationship building with police, courts, prosecutors, etc. 

5. Expanding Circle Process --  Mentoring new communities in the circle process, 

considering alternative circles for example prisoner reintegration, veteran support etc. 

 

3.  PARTICIPANTS 
 

The primary participation in circles are community volunteers.  Participation for all Circle members is 

completely voluntary, including for offenders and victims.  Offenders fill out an application and meet 

with the Circle for the Application Circle.  Offenders have the right to withdraw from the Circles at 

any time after they are accepted and go back to the traditional criminal justice system. 

 

Victims will always be offered a Healing Circle for themselves with any support people of their 

choosing.  They are also given a choice about the extent of their participation as described in the 

Vict im Notification and Participation section. 
 

4.  PROCESS 

 
Circles derive their strength from community participation in a valued-based process.   The core values 

of the WCCC are reflective of both the necessary qualities, which need to be present for each Circle to 

have meaning, as well as important values of the area communities.  No value carries more 

significance than any other.  Participation in the Circle process indicates acceptance of these values 

both in word and action.  The values are interdependent, sharing certain features among them. 
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A. VALUES ï FOR WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMUNITY CIRCLES 
 

Respect 
Respect acknowledges the dignity and worth of each individual.  It ensures that every participant 
experience acceptance into the Circle, and ensures that everyone is heard with equality.  It 

requires every participant listen to everyone else.  Respect means that all members of the Circle 
participate within the guidelines set by the Circle.  Furthermore, respect is critical in achieving the 
consensus decision-making necessary for Circles to be successful. 

 
Respect is also important in understanding the concept of honoring the talking piece.  When others 

are holding the talking piece, it is important for participants to view the piece as an opportunity for 
reflection.  When the talking piece is held out for open discussion, it continues  
to have importance and should be honored by conducting discussion in a respectful manner.  The 
talking piece is a symbol of the interconnectedness and shared responsibility of the participants in 
the Circle, and it should be held respectfully. 

 

Humility 
The strength of character to recognize the humanness of self and others, and to be inclusive and 
thankful for everyoneôs participation in Circle, is to have humility.  Humility helps create partnership 

between participants.  Humility is closely tied with the value of honesty, mostly in terms of honesty 
with self. 

 

Compassion 
Compassion indicates a genuine concern for the welfare of others.  For the supportive relationships 

of Circles to be built, participants need to enter the Circle process open to feeling compassion for 
the others whom they will join on the Circle journey. 

 
A compassionate focus on harm, combined with the flexibility of Circles, allows victims to be 
involved in the Circle process in whatever ways are comfortable for them.  This harm-focus opens 
the Circle to visiting many issues, which may underlie the committing of the offense, and which 
would probably not otherwise be acknowledged.  Compassion felt by Circle participantôs enables 
the Circle to take positive action to repair those issues, which contributed to the harm done.  

 
Spirituality 

Spirituality celebrates the wholeness of each person and the oneness of the Circle.  It allows all 
participants to speak from the heart, so that everyone can share with each other in the spirit of 

moving beyond conflict together, to find understanding and healing.  Holding a Circle means 

creating a sacred space, where these values are honored. 
 

Honesty 
Accountability is an indisputably important element in the Circle process; trust is necessary for 

accountability.  But neither of them can be achieved without honesty.  People need the support of 
others to make affirmative changes in their lives, and honesty is the basis for building those strong 
relationships within communities.  Furthermore, dishonesty can quickly result in hostile feelings, 
which undermine the Circle process.  Therefore it is necessary for each participant to strive for 
honesty with themselves and others, and to speak with honesty in a Circle so that victims, 
offenders, and other Circle participants can view the Circle process as a positive experience. 
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B. CONFIDENTIALITY &  MANDATED REPORTING 
 

Personal and sensitive issues that are discussed in the Circle are kept confidential between the 

Circle members, including the names of juveniles who may be involved as participants or family 

members.  Brief summaries of Circle meetings are kept on record, but only outline the general 

progress of offenders.  There are no court-reported summaries made of Victim Support Circles. 

 

The following are exceptions to the confidentiality of Circles.  If any of the following are disclosed 

in a Circle, participants will report it immediately to law enforcement or Washington County 

Community Services: 

 

1. Threats of homicide 

2. Threats of suicide 

3. Abuse of a child 

4. Abuse of a vulnerable adult 

5. Use of (a) controlled substance(s) by a pregnant woman 

 

Telephone numbers: 
Cottage Grove Police Department:        651 / 458-2850 

Stillwater Police Department         651 / 351-4900 

Woodbury Police Department         651 / 714-3600 

Washington County Community Services:    651 / 430-6455 

Washington County Sheriffôs Department:       651 / 439-9381 

(When calling this number, please indicate where you are calling from) 

 

For more information about mandating reporting and Washington County protective services, 

visit www.co.washington.mn.us 

 

 

C.  VICTIM NOTIFICATION &  PARTICIPATION 

 

When a case is identified for potential application to the Circle process, the victim will be informed 

of this option through the court system or an advocacy group.  The offenderôs application will be 

taken only if the victim, the prosecuting attorney and the judge agree to allow the offender to apply 

to WCCC. 
 

If the community accepts an offenderôs application into the circle process, the following choices 

will always be presented to the victim regarding the extent of their participation, and they may 

choose to participate in any one or more of the following ways: 

 

1. The victim will be contacted by the Circle Keeper and offered a Healing Circle. 

2. The victim may attend any or all of the circles.  However, the circle, at times will 

require separate circles for the victim and offender until the safety of the parties can be 

assured.  The victim is encouraged to attend the Sentencing Circle with support people 

even if they choose not to attend other circles.  These support people can be family, 
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friends, volunteers from the community, or victim advocates. 

3. The victim may choose not to attend a Sentencing Circle, but have one or more friends 

or family members attend the Sentencing Circle as their representative, to advocate for 

their concerns. 

4. The victim may choose not to attend a Sentencing Circle, but be represented by a 

volunteer from the community who is involved in the Circles process as long as there is 

a volunteer available from the community to act in this role. 

5. The victim may provide their concerns in writing to the Circle Keeper or a community 

member to be read aloud at the Sentencing Circle. 

6. The victim may discuss their concerns with Circle Keepers and/or community members 

who are involved as part of the support for the offender well in advance of the 

Sentencing Circle. 

 

After a Sentencing Circle, the victim has the right to request notification of the offenderôs progress in 

fulfilling the terms of the Sentencing Agreement.  They may contact the offenderôs Circle Keeper for 

this information. 

 

D.  APPLICATION  

 

A referring agency or individual identifies a case for potential application to the Circles process.  

The referral may come from any number of sources including community members, defense 

attorneys, non-profit organizations, judges, offenders, police officers, probation officers (probation 

violations or transitions), prosecuting attorneys, outside restorative justice programs, or social 

service providers. 

 

In Criminal Cases once an offender has been referred to WCCC, community volunteers review the 

offenderôs application (see Appendix) and any relevant materials (e.g. police reports).  The Circle 

holds an Application Circle and evaluates the following: 

 

1. The offender takes responsibility for the incident(s) in question. 

2. The offender indicates a genuine desire and / or willingness to repair the harm to the 

victim and change their harmful behaviors. 

3. If the Offender has been through the judicial system and has not been successful in 

making necessary life changes then he/she may benefit from mentoring and supervision 

from community members. 

4. The offender lives or has committed the crime in the community or surrounding 

community. 

The circle accepts or rejects the Application. 

 

In non-criminal cases an application is not always necessary.   Circles may result from a simple 

request or referral. 
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E.   CONSENSUS DECISION-MAKING 

 

All decisions made in the Circle process are done by consensus.  Consensus means that those who 

come together for discussion and decision-making agree to listen to all perspectives and to be 

flexible in working toward a common agreement.  Participants understand from the onset that they 

will lik ely not come away with a group decision exactly like their preference, but they are usually 

able to come away with a group decision they can live with.  Everyone, regardless of their titles or 

roles, has an equal voice in the Circle, and they each have ample opportunity to express their points 

of view.  Consensus can even mean that there is no consensus. 

 

Consensus does not mean unanimity.  An individual may not agree with the general conclusion or 

opinion reached as the shared common position of the group, but that they can live with.  The 

opposing, or at least differing, view has been given a full opportunity to be presented and 

discussed, and probably influenced the fine-tuning of the consensus. 

 

F. CRIMINAL CASES 

1. PRE-SENTENCE -- Circle begins regular meetings with offender every two weeks for 

approximately three months.  During these circles the offender and community 

members determine what is needed to help facilitate changed behavior. 

2. SENTENCING -- The Sentencing Circle is scheduled to give all participantsô adequate 

notice, minimum ten (10) days.  Anyone who would like to participate but cannot make 

the scheduled date may choose to give input in one or more of following ways: 

a. Provide their input to Circle in writing. 

b. Send person to represent their input to Circle. 

c. Ask a Circle member to represent their input at Circle. 

2. POST-SENTENCE -- Circle meets once a month for the duration of time indicated in the 

Sentencing Circle.  The offender is ñon probationò to the circle.  

 

G. NON CRIMINAL CASES 

1. Circles are much less formal.  The number and length of time for circles depend on the 

participants and the issues that are to be addressed.  There are no requirements to the 

judicial system 

 

5.  ADMINISTRATION 
 

A.  PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES REVIEW PROCESS -- WCCC will review these procedural guidelines 

once every two years, or whenever there is a need or request. 

B.  GUIDELINES FOR PROCEDURES -- The procedures in this manual are meant as guidelines to allow 

the Circle process to work smoothly in partnership with other criminal justice processes.  

Exceptions may occasionally be necessary depending on the specific circumstances of each 

case.  Exceptions will occur with the agreement of the Circle members, Non-Profit 

Organizations, judges and the prosecuting attorney. 
 

1. A referring agency or individual identifies a case for potential application to the Circles 

process.  The referral may come from any number of sources including community 
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members, defense attorneys, non-profit organizations, judges, offenders, police officers, 

probation officers (probation violations or transitions), prosecuting attorneys, outside 

restorative justice programs, or social service providers. 

 

C.   MEDIA POLICY 

1. Volunteers in the Circle process are free to discuss their experiences in response to 

media inquires in general terms. 

2. Volunteers may not discuss specific information or discussions from Circle meetings 

with the media.  

3. If volunteers are unsure about how to respond to a question about how the Circle 

process works, they should refer the inquiry to the circle keeper or a member of the 

Board of Directors of WCCC. 

4. Members of the media may attend a Circle with the permission of all Circle participants 

in advance of the Circle.  The media representative will act as a participant in the circle 

and no notes may be taken.  The Circle and the media representative will develop an 

agreement regarding how information from the Circle may be used in any media stories. 

 

D.   PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

In criminal cases Sentencing Circles are open to public participation.  The Notice is posted in the 

Courthouse along with other cases.  Members from the community who are first-time participants 

will be asked to review the values and guidelines of the Circle process before the beginning of the 

Circle, and will need to agree to abide by them (see Values of the Circle page 6). 

 

E. RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
  Community Participants 

1. Abide by the WCCC values of the circle during the circle process. 

2. Keep the specific discussions held in Circle confidential, with the exception of mandated 

reporting requirements (see Confidentiality & Mandated Reporting section). 

3. Report to the Circle any previous relationships with the offender, victim, or their support 

persons OR choose to not to participate in the Circle. 

4. Assist the Circle Keepers in keeping Circle members in contact with each other, recording 

Circle activities, or support the Circle in any other appropriate manner. 

5. Share the responsibility of meeting with victims to discuss the Circle process when referrals 

are made to the Circles program. 

6. Support victims and offenders in the Circle process both in and outside of Circle meetings 

as appropriate.  Follow through on any commitments made in the Circle. 

7. Participate in the creation of a Social Compact when a new offender is accepted into the 

Circle program. 

8. Assist the offender in being accountable to the community and the victim. 

9. Once committed to serving on a Circle for a particular case, community members will keep 

the Circle Keeper informed when unable to attend a circle. 
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Circle Keepers 

  Circle Keepers carry all responsibilities of community participants and additionally will: 
 

1. Call a new applicant and notify the parties upon receipt of the application and schedule an 

Application Circle.  Call the victim to offer a Healing Circle and to notify the victim of the 

Application Circle and ask for victimôs input. 

2. Make certain that a Social Compact is created with each new offender at the time his or her 

application is accepted into the Circle process.   

3. Notify the appropriate parties (in criminal cases) of the results of an Application Circle. 

(see Appendix B)  In non-criminal circle notify the stakeholders. 

4. Notify the appropriate parties when a Sentencing Circle is scheduled.   (See Appendix C) 

5. Notify the appropriate parties after the Sentencing Circle is completed.  The letter to the 

Court provides the following: the Sentencing Agreement, the number of Circle meetings, 

the number of hours the Circle met, the number of community members involved, and a 

brief summary of the progress of the Circle. (See Appendix E) 

6. Notify the appropriate parties when an offender completes their work in Circles, whether 

they complete successfully or are terminated from the process.  (See Appendix F and 

Appendix G) 

7. Keep basic records of the Circle meetings for reporting purposes.  (See Appendix H) 

 

Offenders 

1. Agree to enter plea of guilty as part of agreement to participate in Circle process. 

2. Complete and return the Circle application within seven (7) days of receipt of application.  

3. If accepted attend all scheduled Circles and court dates, and participates fully and honestly 

in Circle meetings as any other member of the Circle. 

4. Abide by the WCCC values of the circle during the circle process. 

5. Follow any Social Compacts and Sentencing Agreements developed in Circle. 

 

Offendersô Support People 

1. Abide by the WCCC values of the circle during the circle process. 

2. Act in support of the offender in Circle meetings 

3. Follow through on any commitments made in Circle meetings. 

 

Victim  

1. Abide by the WCCC values of the circle during the circle process. 

2. Victims may participate in Circles on whatever level they are comfortable.  See the Victim 

Notification and Participation section for more information. 

3. Victims may bring with them support people, with whom they feel comfortable, when 

attending any Circle meetings. 

4. Healing Circles for victims are available completely separate from offenderôs Circles and 

regardless of the offenderôs participation in the program.  Victims are welcome and 

encouraged to take advantage of this availability.  
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Victimsô Support People 

1. Abide by the WCCC values of the circle during the circle process. 

2. Act in support of the victim in Circle meetings; advocate for the needs of the victim. 

3. Bring any input from the victim to the Circle if the victim would like to have input but 

chooses not to attend in person. 

4. Follow through on any commitments made in Circle meetings. 
 

 

Prosecuting Attorney (suggested guidelines) 

1. Contact the Circle Keepers to make direct referrals to the program. 

2. Review cases that have been identified for potential application to the Circles process and 

notify the Circle Keepers of the referral. 

3. Prosecuting attorneys are invited, but not required, to attend Circle meetings for offenders. 

 

Defense Attorney (suggested guidelines if applicable)  

1. Become familiar with the Circle process before referring clients to Circles. 

2. Defense attorneys are invited, but not required, to attend the Circle meetings for their 

clients. 

 

       Probation Officers (suggested guidelines if applicable) 

1. Notify the Circle Keepers of cases that may be appropriate for the Circles process at their 

discretion. 

2. Support WCCC by responding to questions and requests by the Circle as appropriate. 

3. Probation Officers assigned to circle cases are invited, but not required, to attend the Circle 

meetings for their clients. 
 

Court (suggested guidelines) 

1. Judges are invited, but not required, to attend Sentencing Circles for offenders who are 

scheduled to be sentenced in their courtroom. 
 

D. WCCC, Inc. Operations.  See By-laws on Web page. 

 

Contact Information 
Written inquiries:   Washington County Community Circles, Inc. 

7064 S. West Point Douglas Road 
Suite #105 

Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
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APPENDIX 
A. Washington County Community Circles Application  

 

Washington County  
 Community Circles, Inc.  

 Cottage Grove ð Stillwater --  Woodbury  
       

     7064 S. West Point Douglas Road, Suite 105      
          Cottage Grove, MN 55016    

            Phone: 320.260.3658   
             communitycitcles@yahoo.com  
         

Application to Participate in 

Washington County Community Circles 
 

First Name __________________ Middle _________________ Last __________________ 
 

Address _______________________  Home Telephone _______/_______-____________ 

 

   _______________________  Work Telephone _______/_______-____________ 

             

            E-mail ____________________________________ 

 

Date-of-Birth ____________________  Month / Date / Year ______/________/________ 

 

Attorney  _____________________ Attorneyôs Address _________________________ 

                   

                  _________________________

            

 

Attorneyôs Telephone _______/_______-____________   E-mail  _________________________ 

 
List ALL  charges pending in ANY court: 

 

Charge In Which County? Next Court Date 

On This Charge 

Court File Number 
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1.   Who do you feel you have harmed by your behavior? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What steps have you taken to help yourself? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do you feel the Circle can help you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What further steps do you feel you need to take in order to prevent this behavior in the future? 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

5. What steps will you take to restore yourself in the community? 
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PERMISSION and AGREEMENT 
I grant permission for my criminal record, pre-sentence reports, and other probation information to be released 
to Community Circles. 

I will commit my time to attending an Application Circle.  I understand that I will be given the 
opportunity to participate fully in any decisions made in the Circle, and I will attend future Circle 

meetings as agreed in the Circle.  I will inform Circle members of the steps I am or will be taking to 
achieve my goals.  I will commit my time to any other agreements decided upon in the Circle.  
 
_____________________________________________________________   ________________________ 

Applicantôs Signature        Date   

     
_____________________________________________________________   ________________________ 
Parent / Guardian Signature (if applicable)          Date 
 
SUPPORT PEOPLE 

Please do your best to list at least 2 support people.  Preferably these individuals will be family 

members or friends that are substance-free, and that you feel comfortable talking to about personal 

issues.   
 

 
1. _____________________________________________________   _____________________________ 

  Print Name                  Telephone Number 
 
  

2. _____________________________________________________   _____________________________ 
  Print Name              Telephone Number 
 
 

3. _____________________________________________________   _____________________________ 
  Print Name              Telephone Number 
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B. Acceptance Into Circle Letter 
 

Washington County  
 Community Circles, Inc.  

Cottage Grove ð Stillwater --  Woodbury  
      

    7064 S. West Point Douglas Road, Suite 105      
       Cottage Grove, MN 55016  

                Phone: 320.260.3658   
             
 
        communitycircles@yahoo.com        www.peacemakingcircles.org 
 
      
       

         Date:   August 24, 2007  
 
       To: The Honorable Kenneth Smith  
  Attorney Joe Snow ( Prosecutor)  
  Attorney Jenn y Jones ( Defense Attorney)  
  Mr. John Doe ( Defendant)  
  Mrs. Jane Doe ( Victim)  
 
 

 From:  Kay Longtin Cottage Grove Circle Keeper, on behalf of the Washington County 
Community Circle  

 
       RE: State of Minnesota, City of Cottage Grove vs. John Doe  
  Washin gton County Court File No. T0 -06 -99999  
  

On July 16, 2006 the Washington County Courts referred this case to the Sentencing 
Circle process. Mr. Doe submitted a written application to the WCCC. On August 13, 
2006 the Cottage Grove Community Circle met with Mr. Doe to formally receive his 

application for the Circle and to assess the willingness of the applicant to participate 
fully in the Circle process. On this date the Cottage Grove Community Circle 
accepted this case.  

 
Circle members have developed an ini tial social compact with Mr. Doe, which 
consists of the following:  

 

 Mr. Doe will remain law abiding and will not re -offend.  

 Mr. Doe will abstain from mood altering chemicals and alcohol, subject to 
random testing.  

 Mr. Doe will prominently display the value s of the Circle.  

 Mr. Doe will refrain from any name -calling.  

mailto:communitycircles@yahoo.com
http://www.peacemakingcircles.org/
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C. Notice of Sentencing Circle 

Washington County  
 Community Circles, Inc.  

Cottage Grove ð Stillwater --  Woodbury  
      

    7064 S. West Point Douglas Road, Suite 105      
        Cottage Grove , MN 55016  

           Phone: 320.260.3658   
 
        communitycircles@yahoo.com        www.peacemakingcircles.org 
 
 
      
       

         Date:   October 24, 2007  
 
       To: The Honorable Kenneth Smith  
  Attorney Joe Snow ( Prosecutor)  
  Attorney Jenny Jones ( Defense Attorney)  
  Mr. John Doe ( Defendant)  
  Mrs. Jane Doe ( Victim)  

 
   
 

 From:  Kay Longtin Cottage Grove Circle Keeper, on behalf of the Washington Cou nty 
Community Circle  

 
       RE: State of Minnesota, City of Cottage Grove vs. John Doe  
  Washington County Court File No. T0 -06 -99999  
  

This letter is to inform you that John Doeõs Sentencing Circle is scheduled for 
Tuesday October 10, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  The Circle will meet in Room 105 of the 
Cottage Grove Youth Service Bureau building.  We would like to  take this 

opportunity to invite you to join us in determining Johnõs sentence.  His next court 
appearance is scheduled for sentencing on October 22, 2007 . Please contact me if 
you have any input or questions at 651.444.0000.  
 
Thank you,   
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D. Letter Asking for More Time Before Sentencing 

 Washington County  
 Community Circles, Inc.  

Cottage Grove ð Stillwater --  Woodbury  
     

    7064 S. West Point Doug las Road, Suite 105      
        Cottage Grove, MN 55016  

           Phone: 320.260.3658   
 
        communitycircles@yahoo.com        www.peacemakingcircles.org 
 
      
     
       

        Date:   August 29, 2006  
 
      To: The Honorable Kenneth Smith  

 
From:  Kay Longtin Cottage Grove Circle Keeper, on behalf of the Washington County 

Community Circles  
 
      RE: State of Minnesota, City of Cottage Grove vs. John Doe 
  Washington County Court File No. T0 -06 -99999  
  
 

Mr. Doe was referred to the Washington County Community Circles on July 16, 
2006. On August 13, 2006, the Cottage Grove Community Circle accepted Mr. Doe 
into the Circle process.  
 
The current sentencin g date is scheduled for September 26, 2006. In order to 
properly develop a sentence for your honorõs consideration, the Cottage Grove 
Community Circle would like to request a  continuance for the current sentencing 
date. If it were possible, a sentencing da te in late November or early December would 

meet the Circleõs goals.  
 

Thank you.  
 

 
 
 

      Cc:  Attorney Joe Snow ( Prosecutor)  
     Attorney Jenny Jones ( Defense Attorney)  
     Mr. John Doe ( Defendant)  
              Mrs. Jane Doe ( Victim)  
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E. Sentencing Letter 

 Washington County  
 Community Circles, Inc.  

Cottage Grove ð Stillwater --  Woodbury  
      

    7064 S. West Point Douglas Road, Suite 105      
               Cottage Grove, MN 55016  

           Phone: 320.260.3658   
 
        communitycircles@yahoo.com        www.peacemakingcircles.org 
 
            

         Date:   October 24, 2007  

 
       To: The Honorable Kenneth Smith  
  Attorney Joe Snow ( Prosecutor) 
  Attorney Jenny Jones ( Defense Attorney)  
  Mr. John Doe ( Defendant)  
  Mrs. Jane Doe ( Victim)  
   
 

 From:  Kay Longtin Cottage Grove Circle Keeper, on behalf of the Washington County 
Community Circle  

 
       RE: State of Minnesota, City of Cottage Grove vs. John Doe  
  Washington County Court File No. T0 -06 -99999  
  

On July 16, 2007 the Washington County Courts referred this case to the Sentencing 
Circle process. The Cottage Grove Community Circle accepted this case and Mr. Doe 
has met with the five volunte er Circle members approximately seven times.  During 
these two -hour circles the community has been given an opportunity to learn what 
Mr. Doe may need to be successful.  On October 10, 2007 the Circle came to a 
consensus on Mr. Doeõs sentence for the courtõs consideration.  

 
The proposed sentence is as follows:  

 

 Mr. Doe will remain law abiding and will not re -offend.  

 Mr. Doe will abstain from mood altering chemicals and alcohol, subject to 
random testing.  

 Mr. Doe will obtain gainful employment and a valid d riverõs license within six 
months.  

 Mr. Doe will have 18 months of probation to the Circle with monthly circles  

 Mr. Doe will write a letter explaining the circle experience to use as reference 
for future applicants  

mailto:communitycircles@yahoo.com
http://www.peacemakingcircles.org/



